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s the sport of billfishing continues to increase in pop-
ularity around the world, it seems that it's becoming
arder and harder to find those secluded destinations

that are close enough to yield excellent fishing yet far enough off
the beaten path to offer true relaxation.

Fortunately, all is not lost. Joining the WBS World Tour this
year was an event that held true promise—the A.H. Riise BVI
Billfish Tournament. The event was hosted by the Bitter End
Yacht Club, located on the island outpost of Virgin Gorda in the
British Virgin Islands. While it's just a short 12-mile run to the
world-class fishing grounds of the North Drop, the Bitter End is
isolated enough to offer total solitude for the competing anglers
and crews.

30 Billfishing Magazine

The tournament was formed with three goals in mind: to pro-
mote sportfishing in the British Virgin Islands (historically known
as a winter sailing destination, not a summer marlin hotspot), to
support several local charities and to offer the fishing world a
tournament that's both competitive and yet as hassle-free as pos-
sible. Veteran tournament coordinators Al Behrendt and Brenda
Fletcher of Bahamas Billfish Championship fame were brought
aboard to assist tournament director Lawrence Wheatley in
organizing the event—it's safe to say that their experience in
operating Caribbean billfish events paid off in the end as the inau-
gural A.H. Riise BVI Billfish Tournament ran seamlessly from the
opening kickoff until the final celebration.

One of the drawbacks previously expressed by teams visiting
the BVIs was that of paperwork—the red tape seemed endless,









